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ECONOMIC POLICY IN  
AUSTRALIA, THE CASE 
FOR REFORM, by Bruce 
McFarlane. Investigator Books 
(Cheshire), 243 p.p., $3.00.
BRUCE McFARLANE has w ritten  an 
extrem ely stim ulating book which is a 
c ritique of the way the m odern  Aus­
tralian  economy is ru n . I t  is sim ul­
taneously an a ttem pt to present some 
ideas for economic reform s, b o th  sh o rt­
term  and long-term.
Criticism  of the  existing economic 
set-up, and proposals for changes are 
connected — yet they are not the 
same. T here  is m any a trenchan t critic 
who has little  to offer in the way of 
alternatives. These twin aims of the 
book are achieved in qu ite  different 
ways. T h e  critique of the  m anagem ent 
of our economic affairs is h ighly suc­
cessful; the  solutions offered — "the 
case for reform ” — is less so, yet by 
no means less significant.
T h e  book is a criticism of A ustralian 
capitalism  in  detail. I t  is refreshing 
to see a serious analysis of some of 
the  m ain aspects of A ustralian  cap­
italism  as it exists and operates in the 
’sixties, instead of the  abstract c ri­
ticism of capitalism  as such, o r an 
a rb itra ry  selection of this or th a t facet, 
such as m any of the Left have been 
prone to make.
M cFarlane shows the  inefficiencies, 
the m ism anagem ent of the  economy, 
the influence of pressure groups, the 
response of the governm ent to these 
pressure groups, and th e  ex ten t to 
which it is their captive. All this is 
done convincingly in  the  areas exam ­
ined.
T h e  A ustralian economy is shown to 
have a h igher degree of m onopoly 
th an  perhaps any country in  th e  world. 
Big corporations have a far-reaching 
influence on the economy and on the 
way in  which it operates. T h e  drift, 
he says, “is in th e  d irection of more 
highly centralised decision-making 
w ithin capitalist corporations and 
government agencies.” T h is criticism  is 
directed against w hat he calls the 
hydra-head system of “regu la tion” of 
the  economy.
T his consists of a whole num ber of 
boards, commissions, tribunals, various 
governm ent departm ents p u llin g  in 
different directions, the T reasury , six 
State governments and various ad hoc 
bodies established in response to pres­
sure from vested interests or to deal 
w ith particu lar problem s. All this has 
been established in  a piecem eal fash­
ion.
“ T he m ain  criticism  th a t has been 
m ade against this system is th a t it 
confuses ‘regu la tion’ w ith ‘p lann ing’, 
fails to  make th e  various agencies of 
regulation  work towards com m on ob­
jectives . . . ”
T h is system has come in to  being as 
a result of the  specific conditions of 
the developm ent of capitalism  in Aus­
tra lia  and un d er the influence of big 
business pressure groups and a n e t­
work of bureaucratic  regu lation  agen­
cies.
C ertainly there  is "p lan n in g ” of a 
k ind in  A ustralia, as there  is in  all 
m odern societies. T h e  question  is what 
sort of p lann ing  and p lann ing  by 
whom and in  whose interest? “ P lan­
n in g ” in  A ustralia takes place under 
the influence of "concentrated  econo­
mic power, involving control of large 
resources and also of large areas of 
the economy.” B ut it is also inefficient, 
piecemeal p lanning, based on o u t­
dated  ideas and outm oded techniques.
M cFarlane, th e  economist, is irrita ted  
by these "unnecessary” inefficiencies. 
He sees possible, even obvious solu­
tions. H e calls for a national Planning
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M inistry" witli a view o£ the overall 
economy anti how its sectors could be 
dovetailed. . . T h is is an indispen­
sable technique for exploring, in sys­
tem atic fashion, the range of possible 
economic policies and strategies. .
l ie  contrasts the  situation  in  Aus­
tralia  w ith lh a t of o ther W estern 
countries, where p lann ing  is better 
organised, and m ore efficiently co­
ordinated . H ere we deal with the 
com petent technical m an, the eco­
nomist who looks for reason and 
order, for "op tim al developm ent”, who 
is irrita ted  by any th ing  th a t cuts across 
it and who proposes perfectly rational 
(technically) measures to overcome 
these obstacles. At o ther times the 
m arxist theorist comes to the fore. 
At such m om ents we find M cFarlane 
talking about “reducing the signifi­
cance of the  business m en” and about 
"undem ocratic  control of p lanning 
caused by m onopoly power and b u r­
eaucratic regulation ."
On these questions of economic re ­
form in our society M cFarlane is less 
clear. He is g rapp ling  w ith the p ro b ­
lem of how to transcend the  existing 
economic system. T his is no t simply a 
m atter of presenting some alternative 
bu t of a ttem pting  to develop w ithin 
the fram ework of the  existing system 
some institu tions which will provide 
a lever for action to change the system 
itself. On these m atters some of his 
views and proposals will be ques­
tioned. Fie has some in teresting  and 
creative ideas on  the problem  of the 
state  in o u r m odern capitalist society.
His th ink ing  on the  problem s of a 
socialist economy for the  Australia 
of the fu tu re  is strongly influenced by 
the experiences of the  socialist coun­
tries. H is projections arc an  a ttem pt 
to overcome the  inheren t weaknesses 
of the  m odern capitalist economy 
w ithout exchanging it for the b u r­
eaucratic control and centralised do ­
m ination in evidence in the  socialist 
countries.
C ertainly he does no t say the last 
word on these questions. B ut to pose 
these problem s seriously for dis­
cussion, to deal w ith the  real diffi­
culties th a t socialists m ust face up  
to unless they are content to have their 
heads bu ried  in  the sand — for doing 
this Bruce M cFarlane deserves full 
credit. T h is is a very courageous a t­
tem pt to come to term s w ith a p ro ­
blem w hich has been overlaid with 
dogm atic strictures and w ith reform ist 
illusions. It is a very useful corrective 
to m any of the  ingrained doctrinaire 
views w hich perm eate the  labor m ove­
m ent. T h is gives the book its p a r ­
ticu lar value.
B ern  ie  T a f t
THREE CHEERS FOR THE 
PARACLETE, by Thomas 
Keneallv. Angus and 
Robertson, 240 p.p., $3.50.
IN HIS F IR ST  T H R E E  novels T h o ­
mas Keneally showed him self to be a 
deft and very able w riter, b u t while 
he ostensibly gives a  dam n abou t the 
big issues of life and literatu re  how ­
ever soul-wrenching they may be, he 
rem ains an au tho r w ithout a centre. 
T h is  is shown particu larly  strongly 
in th e  m anner in which his novels 
introduce  characters and themes qu ite  
tellingly, and in  almost obsessively 
social term s, b u t fail to develop either 
a t all well. As a consequence even 
the  m uch overpraised Bring Larks 
and Heroes is essentially sequential, 
and  H alloran , th a t novel's central fig­
ure, is no t shown to develop in a 
m anner at all com m ensurate with 
his action as related. In each of 
the  first three  novels Keneally's cal- 
culatedly rough-edged style is highly 
evocative bu t eventually only of e lu ­
siveness itself and half-tru ths half 
explored.
Three Cheers for the Paraclete is a 
very different work in th a t its them e, 
the R om an Catholic church in Aus­
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tralia. is explicit ra th e r th an  an ab ­
stract and Keneallv has polished his 
style smooth enough to a ttem pt, in 
w hat he has called "m y last Catholic 
novel", an ecclesiastical L ucky Jim  — 
funny and episodic b u t w ith highly 
serious objectives nonetheless. Of these 
in tended characteristics the book is 
most obviously episodic.
As protagonist, Father M aitland is 
a new breed and slightly trendy priest 
who lias published pseudonom oush 
and w ithout his Bishop's im prim a­
tur, while in France, a history of 
m an's ideas of God. Back in  Australia, 
M aitland survives a series of m is­
haps — clashes w ith reactionary  su p ­
eriors and im potent b u t strongly felt 
involvements w ith fellow priests’ 
sp iritual and worldly crises — till 
the authorsh ip  of The M eanings of 
Cod  is discovered and he is suspended 
from priestly duties for th ree  m onths.
W ith  m aterial enough for a study 
of conscience and du ty  in term s tra n ­
scending those of the R.C. clergy, 
Keneallv has failed even to say m uch 
in the m ore lim ited field.
T his is chiefly due to a lack of 
comic w riting skills and the failure 
of the subordinate characters to work 
as characters ra th e r th an  corners in 
a dialogue.
Egan, a common lawyer who be­
comes involved in the  m arriage lie 
should be salvaging, and H urst, a 
novice blessed with castration  complex 
of gigantic proportions, sit 011 Mait- 
,  land's conscience hand; the superiors 
Nolan and Costello 011 the  ‘establish­
m ent' one. But neither side clashes 
vigorously with the o ther, directly or 
through M aitland as agent, and the 
novel's increasingly critical episodes, 
developing no im petus, cannot use the 
novel's advantages over docum entary 
lo any effect.
In a work so obviously specialised 
in its concerns this leaves little  room
for stvlistic or o ther consolation. Even 
M aitland's carefully draw n ineptitude, 
th a t throws his superiority  to his most 
foolish superiors into doub t and is 
clearly the most consistent plot-thick- 
ener, proves exasperating in its same­
ness and isolation and exaggerates 
ra ther than  stifles any ap paren t need 
for M aitland's getting out of the 
church, for his Protestantism . Such a 
reading is p lausib le bu t hardly the 
in tended one, as M aitland does stay 
in the cliurcn and never considers 
leaving it.
It is. 1 th ink , not unfair to suggest 
th a t when readings th a t were obviously 
un in tended  begin to assume some 
great im portance the stylistic and a rtis­
tic m edia of the novel arc not in 
the  au thor's control.
W hen Keneallv is at his best he is 
a highly suggestive au th o r bu t tim e, 
and again in Three Cheers he  relies 
far too heavily on w hat are the 
comedian's stocks in  trade, the im p o rt­
ance of first impressions, the  face as 
a reflection of character, e.g.
" ‘Edgar's face found itself in invin­
cible areas of p lum pness a round a 
tiny tight m outh . Somehow M aitland 
felt vindicated, thinking, ‘As soon as 
I saw him  I knew he h ad  it in him 
to look like th a t ."
By cem enting his slightest obser­
vations in such a way Keneallv is 
u ltim ately m aking his chief issues su b ­
ordinate to his m arginalia.
U ltim ately Three Cheers for the  
Paraclete becomes a difficult book to 
review because of the  provocative 
na ture  of its badness. T h e  thum bnail 
sketches are clever and a few situ a ­
tions are funny b u t in a novel so 
obviously in tended, for all the  en te r­
tainm ent it may provide, to take a 
serious look at all th e  most com­
m only discussed religious problem s of 
the m id-century one m ust expect m ore 
subtlety and continuity  than  Keneallv
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provides. Any serious/comic novel 
needs to contain, for instance, a g rad ­
ually developed use of comedy ra th e r 
than  a m ere display of jokes (and 
an au th o r m ay even have to forfeit 
some of his best ones).
Perhaps the  saddest note is one ou t 
of Keneally's hands altogether and 
th a t is the  way Three Cheers received 
such enthusiastic  reviews in  the daily 
and weekly press. No sim ilar novel 
from an Englishm an could have com­
m anded such respect, nor, I should 
say, could Keneally, had his previous 
work no t been B ring Larks and  
Heroes. T o  see any critic trying to 
will an am using b u t essentially light 
and ra th e r precocious novel in to  local 
greatness is em barrassing in  terms of 
th a t book and can only encourage that 
satisfaction w ith the dour and u n in ­
teresting th a t runs th rough  m uch of 
the m ore optim istic of our criticism.
C a r l  H arriso n  F ord
THE SOCIOLOGY OF 
M ARX, by Henri Lefebvre. 
Allen Lane, The Penguin Press, 
214 p.p., $5.50.
PROFESSOR LEFEBVRE, in his work 
The Sociology o f M arx, is concerned 
w ith the broadest aspects of m arxian 
theory. H e specifically denies th a t 
M arx is a sociologist b u t stresses th a t 
there  is a sociology to be found w ith ­
in  m arx ian  m ethod. T h e  book is ex­
trem ely useful ir. breaking down p re ­
conceived notions of the  content of 
M arx’s th ough t and in  showing the 
lim itations of pedantic  in te rp reta tion  
of m arx ian  conccpts.
T h e  sim plistic view th a t M arx spe­
cified economic fare as the  signi­
ficant basal rela tionsh ip  is shattered 
early, where the  concept of “prax is” 
is in troduced and the restrictions im ­
plied by the  lim ited  definition of 
economics (particularly  m odern eco­
nomic theory, as distinct from clas­
sical “policital economy”) are relaxed. 
Sim ilarly ano ther favored in te rp re ta ­
tion  of M arx’s scheme is questioned, 
th a t of the  hierarchical, one-way re ­
lationship  of substructure and super­
structure. Professor Lefebvre sees this 
system atisation of M arx’s though t as 
efficient for particu lar analysis b u t 
no t sufficient as a total explanation  
of the  theory. He sees it as one ex­
am ple and m ethod of objectifying an 
infinitely  m ore complex praxis. T his 
scheme is criticised as freezing the  
theory, becom ing in effect an ossified 
style of analysis th a t loses its value and 
its rela tionsh ip  to the original 
th rough  constant repetition .
In  stressing th a t a sociology which 
derives its m ethod from m arxian  
theory should direct analysis towards 
the emergence of forms, the  way 
forms react on contents, structures 
on processes, Professor Lefebvre also 
indicates an  a lternative way in which 
the  outm oded labor theory of value 
can be re la ted  to the total system. 
From  his p o in t of view the real em ­
phasis of M arx was towards the  essen­
tia l difference of m an from mere 
com m odities (even if viewed in 
purely  “economic” te rm s), th a t of the 
p roduction  of surplus value. In  this 
way m an is seen to overflow the form 
w hich he m ust fit for the particu lar 
capitalist p roduction  m ode and come 
to dom inate  ra th e r than  be subser­
vient to the  form itself. T h e  form 
and  th e  content are in conflict, the 
basic elem ent of dialectical logic and 
a condition th a t typifies all societal 
levels and th a t provides the dynam ic 
of the  system. Sociological analysis 
orien ted  towards the  study of forms 
also arrives a t M arx’s concept of 
alienation , the  divorcing of abstract 
a ttrib u tes from reality  and the reifi­
cation of the  abstractions so th a t they 
constitu te an environm ental condition 
of existence, a condition nevertheless 
sanctioned by and inseparable from 
social interactions (because it is es­
sentially an im m aterial “th in g ” , re-
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tain ing  its entity  only th rough  societal 
relations).
T h e  aspects of n iarx ian  theory m en ­
tioned so far am ply show th a t there  
is a sociology in M arx and th a t his 
theory can be utilised to provide 
o rien tation  for the study of society. 
Professor Lefebvre has a ttem pted  the 
difficult task of re la ting  a theory, 
which has become an ideology, botli 
politically and academically (in so 
far as “ th e” in te rp reta tion  of Marx 
has been sanctified and  in s titu tio n ­
alised), back to the original concepts 
and designs of the theoriser. In  this 
he has been extrem ely successful al 
though it is difficult to agree with 
him , th a t he has not " in terp re ted "  
the m aterial, subjective selection of 
critical passages alone makes this an 
extrem ely difficult task (as is the  possi­
bility  of being objective abou t any­
thing) bu t he has provided a view 
of m arxian  theory th a t shows it as 
highly relevant to contem porary life 
and extremely useful to con tem por­
ary theory. A drawback, however, is 
th a t he nowhere outlines the  content 
of sociology, although he differen­
tiates philosophy, economics and  the 
o ther associated disciplines as separ­
ate fields, the exact scope (the form 
of the subject itself) , is left open 
and largely to im plication. T h e  con­
tent of some of the concepts, p a r ­
ticularly th a t of “praxis” is also ra th e r 
im plied than  rigorously defined, the 
final impression being th a t “prax is” 
equals reality and subsumes all d is­
ciplines (there also seems to  be some­
th in g  a little  c ircular in  defining 
reality  as reality).
Despite this criticism, I agree with 
Professor Lefebvre th a t m arx ian  theory 
"is p a r t of the  m odern  w orld, an 
im portan t, original, fru itfu l and  irre ­
placeable elem ent in  o u r present-day 
situation, with particu la r relevance to 
one specialised science — sociology”.
S. D ’a l t o n .
M AY D A Y  MANIFESTO  
1968, edited by Raymond 
Williams. Penguin, 190 p.p.,
65 cents.
ONE EXPRESSION of a fragm ented 
left, reflected in  theories and organ­
isation, is th a t too m any radicals see 
themselves p rim arily  in relation  to 
developm ents outside Australia. They 
become followers, even apologists for 
one or another country, m ovem ent or 
leader. W ith  m isplaced dedication, 
and m uch abuse, choices are m ade 
crudely. It has often seemed that 
one m ust be e ither for o r against the 
U.S.S.R., C hina, Yugoslavia, guerrilla 
movements, T rotsky, Gramsci, Che — 
and the list can be expanded.
Such characteristics are no t confined 
to the old left, m any of the  young 
left seek to adopt, undigested, the ex­
periences, analyses and actions of 
Am erica’s SDS and  Resistance, the  G er­
m an SDS and th e  French studen t ra d i­
cals. T here  are good reasons why so 
m any Australians, including the left, 
are m ore often im itators th an  innova­
tors and our im itations are by no 
m eans all negative b u t given ou r ex­
perience, ou r history, o u r institu tions 
we m ight learn  m ore of value from 
the B ritish left th an  from those listed 
above, and as it is unlikely th a t any­
one will claim foi the British left the 
insight sufficient to provide the  answer 
we may avoid fu rth er sterile div i­
sions.
Some on the left in  A ustralia  a l­
ready recognise a debt owed to those 
associated w ith Universities and Left 
Review  and N ew  L e ft R eview  for 
their work to  restore to the  m arxist 
and socialist m ovem ents scholarship, 
relevance and integrity . T hose who 
will now read and  consider th e  ideas 
in M ay Day M anifesto, 1968 will be 
fu rth er indebted  T h e  large group in ­
volved in  this work, academics and 
students, have, in  the  m ain , been as­
sociated w ith th e  N ew  L e ft  Review.
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T h e ir  work on the  M anifesto  began 
in 1966. the original docum ent a p ­
peared in 1907 and this version was 
w ritten  after fu rth er study, discussion 
and m eetings th roughou t Britain.
T h e  value of the M anifesto  for the 
A ustralian left lies, first of all. in the 
sim ilarities between the British and 
A ustralian labor movements. Britain 
and A ustralia arc certainly not the 
same bu t the  developm ent of A ustra­
lian political institu tions derive so 
m uch from  B ritain  th a t a detailed 
analysis of B ritish society holds con­
siderable value here.
T h e  M ay Day M anifesto, 196S is 
welcome because a serious a ttem pt has 
been m ade to develop a genuine c riti­
que of B ritish society today. Briefly, 
bu t in some dep th , class society is ex­
posed and re la ted  to the  dom inant 
position of the  U nited  States. T here  is 
explanation  of the  evolvement of r id ­
ing class policies from the early cold 
war confrontations w ith the Soviet 
U nion till today where the global 
strategy of im perialism  is acting to 
confront various movem ents for social 
change and  to exercise an increasing 
control a t all levels and on all con­
tinents.
Certainly m uch of the book is of in ­
terest sim ply as an explanation  of 
the effects of US im perialism 's global 
strategy on all im portan t facets of 
British life. H ere one simply u n d e r­
lines the conclusion th a t an aspect of 
im perialist policy (for exam ple the 
war in Vietnam ) penneates and affects 
the whole of society. T h e  escape rou te  
is not to  be found in compromises 
b u t in  a  b reak  w ith the  system th a t 
creates it. B ut the  real interest and 
value of th e  book for this reviewer lies 
in the  discussion on the  Labor Party, 
trade unions, the  Com m unist Party  and 
o ther radical groups when the authors 
are considering strategies for social­
ists.
M ay Day M anifesto, 196S could not
have been better tim ed for the  Aus­
tra lian  m arket since it arrives on the 
scene when the Easter Conference For 
Left Action is taking place. However 
one evaluates the analyses provided, 
and some conclusions should be 
questioned, there is m uch to be 
learned from the description of a re ­
silient, offensive capitalism  anti im ­
perialism . T h e  thesis of a Labor P a rt ' 
developing (even developed) from a 
centre for alternative, radical policies 
to th a t of an  electoral m achine offer­
ing itself only as a better adm inistrator 
of the status quo has m ore th an  a ring  
of tru th  about it. T h e  stress placed 
on a possible p a th  for rejuvenation, 
th a t is for dem ocratic control and 
participa tion  by the  rank  and file of 
the  labor m ovem ent in the  form ula­
tion and im plem entation of Labor 
Party  policies should receive a tten ­
tion from all those who seek a Labor 
G overnm ent ii Australia as a real 
alternative  and such a program  for 
re juvenation  should not be seen as 
applicable only to the Labor Party.
It is notew orthy too th a t the a u th ­
ors do no t underestim ate nor scold the 
trade  unions. G iving due recognition 
to  th e  fact th a t great efforts are m ade 
to in tegrate  or incorporate the union 
m ovem ent in to  the capitalist system 
the  au thors do no t place the blam e 
for this p rim arily  on trade un ion b u r­
eaucracies. T hey  do see the  need for 
action against au th o rita rian  union 
structures and for greater rank  and 
file contro l of unions b u t they also 
recognise th a t ‘ the need for strong 
central control, to enforce the  ethic 
of collective action, is, to some ex­
ten t, au then tic .” In  sim ilar term s to 
those expressed in  Australian Left 
Review  (see Com m ent No. 6, 1968 and 
No. 1, 1969) they seek the  upgrading 
of trad e  un ion  dem ands, including 
th e  issue of workers’ control, for a 
m ore m ilitan t challenge to capitalism  
and w ider intervention  in society.
T h e  au tho rs’ views of the  Com ­
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m unist Party, Trotskyist and o th er left 
groups is reasoned and fair although 
readers w ith such affiliations in  Aus­
tra lia  may find some criticisms u n ­
palatable. T hey note th a t dangers 
exist for all such groups if they revel 
in th e ir smallness while draw ing com ­
fort from a m ovem ent abroad, “ the 
rationalisation of one's own pred ica­
m ent by attachm ent to o th er successes 
and predicam ents, arc only likely to 
be overcome by direct political o rgan­
isation and struggle in ou r soci­
ety’’.
T h e  authors seek no t ju st to teach 
bu t to learn and act. Deeply in flu ­
enced by the movements of the  1950's 
and 60's, especially those of the young, 
they seek a w’orking together. They 
oppose those who count heads, m an i­
pu late  or try to Steal the recruits of 
others. T hey believe th a t groups and 
individuals on the  left have the  will 
and capacity to work together b u t in 
their own right and w ith th e ir own 
identity . T h eir experience, even in 
the preparation  of this M anifesto, is 
th a t m any strands of the left can 
come together. Even the  com ing to ­
gether is an achievem ent, w hatever 
tensions and disagreements emerge, 
and difficulties only arise when attem pts 
are m ade "to  steer a group  to some 
specific affiliation".
W ho can say th a t all th is is no t re le­
vant to  the A ustralian Left in  April
1969?
M a v is  R o bertso n
ABORIGINAL HABITAT  
X N D  ECONOMY,
By Roger Lawrence.
T his thesis was reviewed in  ou r last 
issue. I t  is regretted th a t details were 
om itted . Mr. Lawrence d id  his work in 
the  D epartm ent of Geography, School 
of G eneral Studies, a t th e  A ustralian 
N ational University. I t  was published 
as an occasional paper. I t  runs to  290 
pages, and sells for S2.00.
HENRY LAWSON, 
COLLECTED VERSE, Vol. 2, 
edited bv Colin Roderick. 
Angus and Robertson,
421 p.p., $6.50.
T H E  POEMS included in this second 
volume of a proposed th ree  volume 
edition of Lawson’s verse begin with 
those w ritten before his d ep artu re  from 
England in early 1902 and  end with 
the  broken and d ispirited  verse that 
was so typical of Lawson’s later work. 
He came to refer to his English visit 
as “th a t wild ru n  to London, that 
wrecked and ru in ed  m e”; and whilst, 
as is so often the  case w ith  Lawson, 
the  tru th  may be concealed by the 
self-pity, it seems undeniab le  th a t it 
was a very different sort of w riter who 
re tu rn ed  to A ustralia — one for whom 
the prom ise of his early years was a 
fast-receding dream .
Part of the cause (or perhaps pa rt 
of the  effect) of this decline was Law­
son’s estrangem ent from his wife, fin ­
alised by her taking ou t a judicial 
separation in Ju n e  1903. A t the  same 
tim e, Lawson’s bouts of drunkenness 
increased and several times from 1905- 
1909 he served tim e in  prison e ither 
for drunkenness or for no t m eeting 
the  m aintenance paym ents for the  sup ­
p o rt of his wife and children.
As is to be expected, the  quality  of 
the  verse in  this second volum e falls 
short of th a t in the  first — not only 
from a technical p o in t of view, bu t 
also as a result of the  increasingly glib 
and m audlin  tone th a t could m ar even 
his best work of this period. T h e  in ­
creasingly personal and subjective 
n a tu re  of his work could only be 
sustained and justified if it were cap ­
able of rising above personal or sub ­
jective interest o r if it d id n 't merely 
iterate  commonplace or sentim ental 
notions. I th ink  th e  last poem  of 1909, 
A Regret, shows w hat I m ean
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I wish th a t I were back again in the 
place w here I was born,
W here the  w aratahs in  clusters from 
the long w h itj branches hung;
W here I heard  the em u singing on the 
lonely p lain  at m orn,
And the  kangaroo a-calling to its 
young.
A nd so on.
Some of the  m ore impressive or suc­
cessful poems in the book are sim ilarly 
m arred. A good exam ple is One- 
H undred-and-T hree, in  some ways the 
most in teresting  of Lawson's poems 
from this period. It was surrep titious­
ly composed while Lawson was a 
prisoner in  D arlinghurst Gaol in Aug­
ust and Septem ber 1908. It is a poem 
full of bitterness, though  no t necessari­
ly self-pity; and  yet its po ignant a rgu ­
m ent can still bog down in absurdities 
and gross lapses of taste:
W e crave for sunlight, we crave for 
meat, w7e crave for the Might-have- 
been,
B ut the cruellest th ing  in  the walls 
of a gaol is the  craving for nicotine.
Yet the  sp irit of C hrist is everywhere 
where the  h eart of a m an can dwell—
It comes like tobacco in prison, or like 
news to th e  separate cell.
As w ith the first volume of this ed i­
tion, Professor Roderick has p rov id­
ed a full b ibliographical apparatus: 
varian t readings are listed as well as 
dates of pub lication  of revisions. Forty 
pages of notes com plete the  volume, 
and include such gems as the ex tra ­
ordinary  article  Jo h n  N orton wrote 
for T ru th  in  1906 abusing the  memory 
of Victor Daley, an article  which sp u r­
red Lawson on to  w rite an  elegy for 
his fellow poet.
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